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A wage order to be issued establishing a minimum wage rate of 40 cents an 
hour in the railroad carrier industry v.-ill increase the v.'ages of be"tv/een 55,000 
and 60,000 of approximately 1,350,000 workers employed in the industry, it was 
annoimoed today by L. Metcalfe ''mailing. Administrator of the lYage and Hoxir Divi­
sion, II. S. Department of Labcr. 

Tho T/ag3 order v.'ill be effective August 31, 1942, l t r . ''.".''ailing stated, adding 
that ho had approved "the unanimous recommendation of an industry committee for the 
railroad carrier industry which studied economic .and competitive conditions in the 
industry. 

The committee, v;hich was the second appointed for the industry in accordance 
vidth ths Pair Labor Standards Act, ivas composed of tvrelvo morabors equally repre­
sentative of employers, emplo^eo6a.nd the public, with Georg'o E. Osborne, of Stan­
ford University, Palo .A.lto, California, one of tho public representatives, acting 
as chairman. 

,A wage order issued March 1, 1941 on the rccosLmendation of an earlier com­
mittee, provided for a min-imurr. wage cf 36 cents an hour for employoes cf trunkline 
railroads and 33 cents an hour for employees of Khortline railroads. This first 
wage order directly increased wages for about 60,000 trunkline employees and 4,000 
shortliiie omployoes, most of v.'hom'•.\rere maintenance-of-v.'ay v/orkcrs. Under the v/age 
order effective August 31, 1942 establishing a 40 cent an hour ninimu:;i for both 
t_;/pes of eiaployees, many of 'fche employees v/ho benefited under the first -rrar^o order 
^vill again be affected. 

The railroad carrier industry is defined as folloivs: 

'•••'.' "The ind'astry carried on by any express company, sleeping car company or 
. carrier by railroad, s'ubject to Part I of the In-fcerstate Comjaerco Act, and by any 
company which is directly or indirectly ov.aied or controlled by one or m.ore suoh -
carriers o.r \mder comjnion control therev/ith, and -which operates -any equipment or 

, faci,''.ity or performs any service (except trucking service, casual service and 
casual operation of equipment cr facilities) in conrtection v/ith'the transportation 
of passengers or property by railroad, or the receipt, delivery, elevation, trans­
fer in 'transit, rofrigoration or icing, storage, or handling of property trans­
ported by railroad, and by Jmy roceiver, trustee, or other individual or body, 
judicial or othenvise, v/hen in the possession of the property or operating all or 
any part o.f the business of any sucii company or carrier by railroad: •- -

•'•' "Provided, hov/ovor, That tho term 'railroad carri-,>-r ind'astry' shall not 
include the industry carried on by any street, interurban, or suburban electric 
railway, lAnless such rail-way is operating as a part of a general stcara-railroad 
system of transportation, but shall not exclude any part of the general steam-
railroad system of transportation now or hereafter oporatod by any other motive 
pov/cr." 
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